Town of Brunswick, Maine
INCORPORATED 1739

Coastal Resource Office
85 UNION STREET
BRUNSWICK, MAINE 04011

Daniel Devereaux
Coastal Resource
Manager

TELEPHONE 207-721-4027 FAX 207-725-6627
Email – ddevereaux@brunswickme.org

Marine Resources Committee
MEETING AGENDA
September 7, 2022, 7 p.m.
Brunswick Town Hall
85 Union Street
August Minutes (pg 2-3)
Warden Report
•
•
•

Airboat Stakeholder Group Update
Recent Openings (Landings)
Chair Correspondence (pg 4)

1) Manomet Intertidal Access Draft Report (pg 5-10)
2) Update Shellfish Mortality Event (pg 11-13)
3) Coastal Resources Mapping Project (pg 14)
4) Residency Requirements (pg 15-17) Original
Memo
5) New/Old Business
THERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND THIS MEETING VIA ZOOM, TV 3, OR LIVE STREAM HOW TO
WATCH AND COMMENT VIA ZOOM https://www.brunswickme.org/313/Brunswick- Cable-TV3 Comments are
allowed during the public comment period, during public hearings, and on other items and matters at the discretion of
the Committee Chair. HOW TO WATCH VIA TV 3 OR LIVE STREAM THE LINK TO VIEW OR LISTEN TO THE
MEETING ON TV3 (Channel 3 on Comcast) or VIA LIVE STREAM FROM THE TOWN’S WEBSITE
http://tv3hd.brunswickme.org/CablecastPublicSite/watch/1?channel=1
Committee Members are allowed two unexcused absences before action is taken for removal from the board. We
appreciate it if you can let us know beforehand if you CANNOT attend this meeting. Thanks

www.brunswickme.org/departments

Draft

Brunswick Marine Resources Committee
Action Minutes
Zoom / In-Person Meeting
August 3, 2022
Marine Resources Committee Members Present: Chair Cody Gillis, Vice Chair Susan Olcott,
Marko Melendy, Peter Milligan, Anthony Yuodsnukis, and Sam Cassidy (Non-voting, Student
Representative)
Members Absent: No members were absent.
Staff Present: Dan Devereaux, Costal Resource Manager
A meeting of the Brunswick Marine Resources Committee was held on Wednesday, August 3,
2022, at Town Hall, 85 Union Street, Meeting Room 206. Chair Cody Gillis called the meeting
to order at 7:00 P.M.
Minutes for July 6, 2022:
MOTION ANTHONY YUODSNUKIS BY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JULY 6,
2022. MOTION SECONDED BY CODY GILLIS, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
AMONG THOSE PRESENT.
Wardens Report:
•

Conservation day to be held on Sunday, August 7th at Wharton Point from 12:00
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. for those needing conservation points.

1. Ongoing Softshell Clam Mortality Event: CRM Devereaux provided a visual overview of
the current Phytoplankton bloom and stated that DMR is following this bloom. He added
that this is not a harmful bloom. Histology reports to be forthcoming. Staff believes that the
clams that people are seeing along the ridges, dying, are due to the water and surface
temperatures. Staff will continue to monitor the areas.
Harvester Chris Green noted that he saw the water temperature drop from 77 to 71 after just
one rain storm. He added that he has sent some soft shells from an experimental site that
have died off for further testing to Bigalow Laboratories for Ocean Sciences and will keep
the Committee updated.
Susan Olcott asked if there has been any research as to the cause of the bloom. CRM
Devereaux stated that they are trying to do that now by process of elimination; he pointed out
that this bloom was followed- up by moon tides with really hot days and then heavy rain. He
reiterated that they are working on determining the cause.
2. Conservation Closure Analysis: Cody Gillis stated that they checked Thomas Point Beach
and Middle Bay Clay Cove on July 14th . CRM Devereaux stated that they did not notice any
unusual mortality rates and reviewed the survey results. He stated that the areas have
reached a point where growth has caught up.
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MOTION BY ANTHONY YUODSNUKIS TO REMOVE THE CONSERVATION
CLOSURE AT THOMAS POINT BEACH AND MIDDLE BAY CLAY COVE AND
FOR STAFF TO SUBMIT THE PROPER PAPERWORK TO DMR. MOTION
SECONDED BY MARKO MELENDY, APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
3. Green Crab Monitoring: CRM Devereaux introduced Andrew, the summer Bates Intern.
Andrew stated that they have five different traps that they are checking every three to four
days. He has been noticing that at Maquoit Bay and Thomas Point Beach they get a couple
dozen crabs on the small side. At Barnes Landing and Princess Point they get about 100 and
Harpswell Cove about 200 that are all larger.
CRM Devereaux stated that the crabs are bad this year and suggested that they consider
doing another state-wide, 24-hour survey. He plans on following-up with the State Biologist
regarding the survey.
4. Quahog Nursery Growth: CRM Devereaux provided an update on the quahog growth and
provide visual that was taken after 15 days. He said that the growth is good but that he does
not want to overwinter the seed. A planting location and time has not been determined.
Harvester Chris Green suggested that they plant them in early September.
5. New / Old Business: No other business was discussed.
This meeting was adjourned at 7:33 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted,
Tonya Jenusaitis
Recording Secretary
PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES. THE ENTIRE
MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT http://tv3hd.brunswickme.org.
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September 7, 2021
Town of Brunswick
85 Union Street
Brunswick, Maine 04011
ATTN: Environmental Planner Bina Skordas
RE: Pesticide use in our shoreland zones
Dear Mrs. Skordas,
My name is Cody Gillis, and I am a commercial fisherman, registered Maine guide, and the
chair of our local Marine Resource Committee. I’m also a Brunswick clam digger. I’m
contacting you out of my concern surrounding the most recent algae bloom along the
Brunswick shoreline. I spend thousands of hours every year harvesting shellfish from
different areas along the Towns 61 miles of intertidal coastline. Each year I get increasingly
concerned with the upland development that is occurring. Seasonal camps turned into year
around family homes, large houses being built one after the other, adult trees being cut back
or down, and more green lawns go in each year. In all seriousness my livelihood as a
fisherman and a clam digger is at severe risk if the town continues to turn a blind eye to this
type of shoreland development. It is no wonder our waters are continually experiencing
more of these algal blooms each passing summer. Increases in impervious surface, coupled
with no restriction on the use pesticides and fertilizers, followed by more frequent short
intense rainfall are going to lead to increased algal blooms it’s as simple as that.
Upon looking into the local ordinances and zoning code, I noticed the town only restricts
pesticides and fertilizers over town aquafers and does not control the residential use of
pesticides & fertilizer in the shoreland zone. I would request that Town consider enacting an
ordinance that prohibits ALL USE pesticides and fertilizers in the shoreland zones any
wetland areas. There is NO NEED to allow this continued use as other coastal towns have
taken the lead to already prohibit these uses.
If kept in place as is, the local shellfish resources are at risk and fishermen like myself will be
without a job
All the best,
Cody Gillis
Chair of the Brunswick Marine Resources Committee.

Brunswick Access Mapping Project Summary
August 2022
Context: Overland access to the intertidal for shellfish harvesting is being lost at an increasing
rate on both private and public land, driven by a number of factors including changes in
property ownership, gentrification pressure, limited parking, and sea level rise. Shore access is a
statewide issue, but the drivers and rate of change differ between towns. In order to identify
strategies to preserve or improve intertidal access, it is important to understand the current
landscape of access points (including the type of access, ownership, priority or importance,
legal status, and other pertinent information).
In Brunswick, about half of the access points are through informal agreements with private
landowners, putting them at risk of being lost if properties change hands or landowners change
their minds about allowing access.
Goal: The goal of this project was to inventory (map) public and private access points to the
intertidal for shellfish harvesting in Brunswick, including current access points, lost access
points, and areas that might be a high priority to obtain access in the future. Similar work was
completed for 4 additional towns in Casco Bay (Georgetown, Harpswell, Arrowsic, and
Yarmouth).
Timeline: This project took place over the course of 2022. The project was first introduced at a
Brunswick Marine Resources Committee meeting in April 2022. Mapping occurred in two
meetings with the Brunswick Coastal Resources Manager and Marine Warden/Harbormaster in
April 2022. Data were compiled and analyzed from April-August 2022, draft products were
shared back with the town in August 2022, and final products are under development as of
August 2022.
Process:
Planning and Funding: This project was led by Manomet, which obtained funding through the
Maine Shellfish Restoration and Resilience Fund to carry out the work. Manomet staff
developed a project plan, and solicited feedback from the Marine Resources Committee at its
April 2022 meeting. Manomet also developed a draft data sharing agreement (Appendix A) to
govern the use of the information collected during the project. The Coastal Resources Manager
agreed that capturing this information was important, but that the data should not be shared
outside of the committee without explicit permission.
How were the data points collected?

The project was introduced at the April 2022 Marine Resources Committee meeting. During this
meeting, the Coastal Resources Manager (Dan Devereaux) shared a pdf he created several
years ago showing the location of many of the access points in Brunswick. The committee and
attendees agreed that the map was fairly up to date, and provided some general comments
about access in specific places.
More detailed information about each access point was then collected during two meetings
with the Coastal Resources Manager (Devereaux) and the Marine Warden/Harbormaster (Dan
Sylvain) in April 2022. Before the meeting, the points from Devereaux’s maps were added to an
ArcGIS map (georeferenced), and data fields were added corresponding to the categories of
information identified as important to capture (see Appendix B). Over the course of two
meetings, an interactive map (using ArcGIS Online) was projected on a screen, and Devereaux
and Sylvain provided additional information about each point, which was captured directly the
data fields on ArcGIS Online. Each meeting took approximately 1.5 hours, and covered about
half of the points.
Additional access points were added from a 1995 Shore Access Report developed for the Town
of Brunswick.
Who was involved?
Dan Devereaux (Coastal Resources Manager) and Dan Sylvain (Marine Warden/Harbormaster)
provided the bulk of the information about the access points.
How were the data points compiled and analyzed?
Manomet staff digitized the access point data using ArcGIS software. To identify landowners of
private access points, Brunswick’s AxisGIS portal was used, and property cards were attached
directly to each point in ArcGIS Online.
The data were compiled into several formats to share with the Marine Resources Committee
for feedback: (1) an excel sheet with information about each of the access points, (2) a pdf map
with the access points identified, (3) a summary of the information captured (e.g., number of
private vs. public access points, number lost, etc.). Any questions about the accuracy of the
information captured were noted in a “Questions” column in the spreadsheet shared back with
the town, and (4) this document summarizing the project methods.

Appendix A
DRAFT DATA SHARING AGREEMENT
To be modified based on what the marine resources committee would like to see.
The data collected through this project have practical applications for local, regional, and
statewide waterfront access planning. Getting the information into the hands of decisionmakers at all levels is critical. At the same time, some of the information is sensitive in nature,
and requires a thoughtful data sharing policy that is determined by each town.
Information gathered through this project is available in the following ways:
• Each town will receive its local data through pdf maps and copies of all digital data
• With town permission, Manomet will share spatial data on public access points with the
Maine Coastal Program and other interested parties.
• Generalized information about the status of a town’s access points (e.g., number of
informal agreements, number of access points in a geographic area) is important for
state policymakers to advance efforts to improve commercial access to the intertidal.
With the town’s permission, Manomet will share information with the state about:
o The number of informal access agreements on private land in the town.
o General trends in intertidal access, including changes in the number of access
points, distance between access points and harvested flats, and commute from
home to access points.
• The entire data set for each participating town, including all publicly owned and
accessible points as well as privately owned and accessed points, is housed at Manomet
and may be made available to interested organizations and individuals by request. To
maintain local control over the data, data will only be shared with explicit permission
from the town shellfish conservation committee.
• If any data is collected that is determined to be confidential to an individual harvester,
Manomet will house the data and only share it with explicit permission from that
individual (e.g., for the purpose of facilitating discussions around preservation of an
informal access point).

Appendix B
For current access points, fill out all fields. For lost access points, fill out fields with *
For potential future access points, fill out fields with ❖

Fields for each Access Point
Field

Options

Coordinates*❖

Value
Draw or pin on map

Local name*❖
Access type*❖

Walk-in, drive-down, bike-in, ATV, boat ramp,
wharf/pier, no access, other

Ownership*❖

Private, Federal, State, Municipal, Land Trust, Other

Status*❖

Secured, informal, access lost, priority to acquire,
needs further investigation

Nature of access

Easement, right of way, informal/handshake, paper
street, land trust preserve, public landing, other

Historically used

Y = was used in the past but is not anymore

If public, owner of
property

Specific owner (e.g., name of town, land trust, state or
federal agency)

Surface

Paved, dirt, other

Priority*❖

1 = critical access; used a lot; high priority, 2 =
important access; used frequently; medium priority, 3
= access is used infrequently; low priority

If lost, why?*

Change in land ownership, change in of informal
agreement, decline in resource, other

Issues

Parking, overcrowding, infrastructure needs, potential
for property to change hands, other

Off-street parking

Y/N

Other commercial
use

Y/N

Recreational use

Y/N

Sharing
permission*❖

Public, with town permission, with permission from
landowner (name), with permission from harvester
(name)

Summary of Brunswick Intertidal Access Points
Ownership: Of 60 total access points identified, 42 are on private property, 10 are on municipal
property, 5 are on state property, and 3 are on property owned by land trusts.
Status: 21 access points are informal agreements with private landowners, 21 are secured access points
(e.g., on public property, through a formal right of way, on land trust property), 11 are access points that
need further investigation (e.g., may be a paper street or right of way), 6 access points have been lost
(largely due to changing property ownership or agreements with landowners), and 1 location is a
priority to acquire but does not currently have access.

Location: Location of access points by water body (probably needs to be revised to meet the granularity
that is most useful for the town).

701 E Pratt St
Baltimore MD 21202
(443) 887-4071
LabServices@zooquaticlab.com
https://zooquaticlab.com
PATHOLOGY REPORT
ZooQuatic Accession: ZQ22402p
Received: 24 August 2022
Submitting Institution: Kennebec River Biosciences
Institutional ID/Animal Number: Soft-Shell Clam / ID: M22080902-1, -2 & M22080903-1, -2
Specimen and History:
Per submitter – Two slides from this accession, and two others from a related accession (M22080903)
are submitted for evaluation of pathology affecting coastal populations of Mya arenaria located in clam
flats. Very high ambient air and water temps >104 F) were reported prior to increased mortality of
juvenile clams. PCR tests for dermo and QPX were negative. R/o include environmental conditions,
parasites (e.g., milky ribbon worms, protozoans, etc), neoplasia, and/or other infectious diseases.
Final Diagnoses:
M22080902
OVARIAN GERM CELL DEPLETION, MARKED, WITH LOW NUMBERS OF ORGANISMS,
SUSPECTED ALGAE [1 OF 2]
INTESTINAL SUBEPITHELIAL HEMOCYTIC AGGREGATE, MODERATE, WITH METACERCARIAE
AND RARE ORGANISMS, SUSPECTED ALGAE [1 of 2]
METACERCARIAE, GILL [1 OF 2]
M22080903
TESTICULAR AND OVARIAN GERM CELL DEPLETION, MARKED OR SEVERE, WITH
ORGANISMS, SUSPECTED ALGAE [2 OF 2]
INTESTINAL SUBEPITHELIAL HEMOCYTIC AGGREGATE, MODERATE, WITH METACERCARIAE
AND RARE ORGANISMS, SUSPECTED ALGAE [1 of 2]
METACERCARIAE, LOW NUMBERS, TESTIS, DIGESTIVE DIVERTICULA, MUSCLE [1 OF 2]
Comment:
The significant finding in the examined sections from these soft-shell clams is that of infection by an
organism that is present in the gonad and is associated with varying degrees of germ cell depletion. In
several sections, germ cell depletion was marked or severe and was associated with numerous of
these organisms, which are round, 3-8 um diameter, darkly basophilic, and occasionally exhibit internal
partitioning (cleavage) into smaller cells. The exact identity of this organism was not determined by its
histomorphology, although an alga is suspected. Whether germ cell depletion can be attributed to this
organism in these clams is debatable, since the effect of environmental stressors, such as temperature,
is undetermined. The occurrence of metacercariae could be interpreted as an incidental finding, as
could the branchial interstitial hemocytic aggregates.
Gross Description:
Received were 4 glass slides on each of which were mounted two histologic sections of soft-shell clams
(Mya arenaria, Kennebec River Biosciences ID: M22080902-1, M22080902-2, M22080903-1,
M22080903-2) for histopathologic evaluation.

701 E Pratt St
Baltimore MD 21202
(443) 887-4071
LabServices@zooquaticlab.com
https://zooquaticlab.com
M22080902-1 (22-7217A).
Histopathologic Findings:
Histologic sections of the following tissues were evaluated: GILL, TESTIS, INTESTINE, DIGESTIVE
DIVERTICULA, HEART.
Morphologic Diagnoses:
INTESTINE: hemocytic aggregate, subepithelial connective tissue, focal, moderate, with low numbers
or intralesional metacercariae, rare organisms suspected of being algae (see Comment), and intrahemocytic, amorphous, eosinophilic and tan material
TESTIS: organisms suspected of being algae (see Comment), interstitium, low numbers
GILL: hemocytic aggregates, interstitial, multifocal, mild to moderate, with intra-hemocytic, amorphous,
eosinophilic and tan material
HEART: hemocytic aggregates, endocardial, multifocal, mild
M22080902-2 (22-7217B).
Histopathologic Findings:
Histologic sections of the following tissues were evaluated: HEART, DIGESTIVE DIVERTICULA,
INTESTINE, GILL, MUSCLE, OVARY.
Morphologic Diagnoses:
GILL: [1] hemocytic aggregates, interstitial, multifocal, mild to moderate, some with intra-hemocytic,
amorphous, eosinophilic and tan material; [2] metacercaria, low numbers
OVARY: germ cell depletion, multifocal, marked, with interstitial hemocytic aggregates and organisms
suspected of being algae (see Comment), low numbers
M22080903-1 (22-7216A).
Histopathologic Findings:
Histologic sections of the following tissues were evaluated: TESTIS, DIGESTIVE DIVERTICULA,
INTESTINE, STOMACH, GILL, MUSCLE.
Morphologic Diagnoses:
TESTIS: [1] germ cell depletion, diffuse, marked, with organisms suspected of being algae (see
Comment), interstitium, medium to high numbers; [2] metacercariae, low numbers
DIGESTIVE DIVERTICULA: organisms suspected of being algae (see Comment), interstitium, low
numbers; [2] metacercariae, low numbers
GILL: hemocytic aggregate, interstitial, multifocal, mild to moderate
MUSCLE: metacercariae, low numbers
M22080903-2 (22-7216B).
Histopathologic Findings:
Histologic sections of the following tissues were evaluated: OVARY, DIGESTIVE DIVERTICULA,
INTESTINE, STOMACH, GILL.
Morphologic Diagnoses:
OVARY: germ cell depletion, diffuse, moderate to severe, with organisms suspected of being algae
(see Comment), interstitium, high numbers
INTESTINE: hemocytic aggregate, subepithelial connective tissue, multifocal, mild to moderate, with
low numbers or intralesional encapsulated metacercariae and organisms suspected of being algae (see
Comment)
GILL: hemocytic aggregate, interstitial, multifocal, mild

701 E Pratt St
Baltimore MD 21202
(443) 887-4071
LabServices@zooquaticlab.com
https://zooquaticlab.com

S. Frasca Jr. VMD, PhD, DACVP
Consultant Veterinary Pathologist
ZooQuatic Laboratory, LLC
Report finalized: 26 August 2022
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Intertidal Resources of Brunswick (arcgis.com)

Town of Brunswick, Maine
OFFICE OF THE COASTAL RESOURCES

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Cody Gillis, Chairman Brunswick Marine Resources Committee
Daniel Devereaux, Coastal Resource Manager

FROM:

Fran Smith Town Clerk, John Eldridge Town Manager, Dan Sylvain Marine Warden,

CC:

Ari Leach & Denis Marc Nault Maine DMR Shellfish Management (BMRC MEMBERS)

DATE:

08/09/2021

SUBJECT:

Resident Commercial Shellfish License Holders being able to retain resident
shellfish license while maintaining residence outside the Town of Brunswick.

Dear Chairman Gillis,

As you are aware the Town of Freeport has recently made changes to their local shellfish licensing
ordinance that will allow resident commercial shellfishermen the ability to maintain their
commercial shellfish license if they move out of the town. The Town of Harpswell is following suit
with proposed changes to their shellfish ordinance. The language for both towns is below.

TOWN OF FREEPORT (ADOPTED)

Freeport Town Council Meeting Discussion starting at 1:49 through 2:08
•

Section 32-601 LICENSING (L) Change of Residency:

The holder of a resident commercial license, who changes their permanent, fixed place of abode
and principal place of residence to a location outside the town of Freeport, and who notifies the
town clerk within 30 days of the change, may retain their resident commercial license until the
first renewal date after the change of residency, when the license holder may obtain a non-resident
commercial license without the need to participate in the new commercial license process
described in section 32-601 (I) above.
The holder of a non-resident commercial license, who changes their permanent, fixed place of
abode and principal place of residence to a location within the town of Freeport, and who notifies
the town clerk within 30 days of the change, may retain their non-resident commercial license
until the first renewal date after the change of residency, when the license holder may obtain a
resident commercial license without the need to participate in the new commercial license process
described in section 32-601 (I) above.
TOWN OF HARPSWELL (PROPOSED)
•

301.8 Resident Commercial – Non Resident License - The Holder of any residential commercial
license, who changes their permanent, fixed and principal place of residence to a location outside
of the Town of Harpswell and who notifies the Town Clerk within 30 days of the change, after

having resided in Harpswell for five (5) or more years, may retain their residential commercial
license until the first renewal date after the change of residency., when the license holder may
obtain a Resident Commercial - Non-Resident Commercial License without the need to
participate in the new commercial license selection process described in Section 304.
Any license that expires after having been converted because of a change of residency as
described above shall, upon reissuance, be allocated to the type of license originally issues using
the selection process as described in Section 304.
•

302.7 Resident Commercial – Non-Resident License
License fee shall be set at the same rate as a Non-Resident Commercial License as determined by
the Harpswell Board of Selectmen. Reduced rates for ages 65 and older will not apply to this
category.

As you can see, the language for each town is similar, it’s by no coincidence that both towns use
the same legal firm. As you and others know this “moving out of town” issue has come up in
Brunswick’s shellfish program numerous times over the years. It has never garnered enough
support from the Committee or Town Council leadership to consider making such a drastic
change. In the past no other coastal towns had yet to make the change, where a licensed
resident shellfishermen could reside outside of the licensing community and maintain a
commercial license. Freeport Town Council’s adoption of the new rule has spurred local
shellfishermen to seek similar changes in their own local ordinances.

The Brunswick Town Manager addressed the “moving out of town request” before the
Brunswick Marine Resource Committee at the October BMRC 49:15 . The tangibles that came
out of that meeting was to have staff draft ordinance language that could be applied in
Brunswick for review at the November meeting. At the November BMRC 48:15 staff supplied
draft language mirroring Freeport’s recently adopted ordinance and asked the committee to
consider a vote on language. The committee did not take a vote on the language and asked staff
for more detailed information on ordinance language, local landings, and Brunswick’s
affordable housing market at the December meeting.
I spoke to the Towns general assistance division who confirmed there is a statewide affordable
housing crunch and Brunswick is not immune. Data from the Maine State Housing Authority
indicates that, in 2020, median two-bedroom rent with utilities in Cumberland County stood
$1,650 per month, a rate unaffordable for 66% of households. To afford $1,650 per month an
individual would have to make about $66,000 per year, suggesting that $1,120 per month for a
two-bedroom rental would be affordable to the renter household median income of $44,804.

In 2020 the town of Brunswick issued 62 unlimited commercial shellfish licenses that
accounted for the majority shellfish harvested from the town’s shellfish growing areas. i.e.
mudflats. 617,463 pounds of softshell valued at 1.5 million dollars and 640,450 pounds of
hardshell clams valued at 1.1 million dollars equating to the annual license landing average of
20,300 lbs., valued at $42,000.

In past conversations ordinance language that has been proposed included the following:

Class A & B harvesters having the ability to move out of town because they have seniority in the
program and have spent years living locally and participating in the town’s shellfish program.
• Those choosing to participate should pay a considerable amount more for their licenses than
those choosing to live in town.
• Report landings monthly and must meet a minimum landing threshold to be able to obtain the
license from year to year.
• Any license that is converted from resident to nonresident should be returned to the resident
pool if the license is ever surrendered, revoked, or suspended
•

I hope this is additional information will help the committee decide whether to move proposed
language forward to the town council for consideration.

