MEETING VIA ELECTRONIC DEVICES
THIS MEETING IS BEING CONDUCTED VIA ELECTRONIC DEVICES
WITH RECREATION COMMISSION PARTICIPATING FROM REMOTE LOCATIONS
THE PUBLIC CAN VIEW OR LISTEN TO THE MEETING ON TV3 (Channel 3 on Comcast) or
streaming at http://tv3hd.brunswickme.org/CablecastPublicSite/watch/1?channel=1
Or by Zoom
BY JOINING THE ZOOM MEETING
THE PUBLIC CAN VIEW OR LISTEN TO THE MEETING BY JOINING THE ZOOM MEETING
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device: Please click this URL to join.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82099023762?pwd=cy9MVWpMSDNCMnp0VXVad2tVTzUxQT09
Passcode: S8d11U

BRUNSWICK RECREATION COMMISSION
Wednesday, October 27, 2021
6:30 p.m.

VIA ELECTRONIC DEVICES – ZOOM
85 UNION STREET
AGENDA

Welcome Newly Appointed Recreation Commission Member, Ms. Emilie Schmidt Howell

1.

Minutes of September 15, 2021

2.

Citizens input/correspondence:

3.

Adjustments to the agenda

4.

Recreation Program Report – Director Farrell

5.

OLD BUSINESS

a.

Appointment of Deputy Director, Sabrina Best - Director Farrell

b.

Kate Furbish Single Track Mountain Bike Layout - Director Farrell

c.

LC4 Update – Chair Lyne

d.

Simpsons Point Citizens Advisory Draft Report – Commissioner Wilkoff

6.

NEW BUSINESS

7.

OTHER BUSINESS

8.

Date for next meeting is Wednesday, November 17, 2021. Meeting will be held at the
Brunswick Town Hall Located in Room 206 or Via Zoom beginning at 7:00pm.

9.

Adjournment

BRUNSWICK RECREATION COMMISSION
DATE: September 15, 2021
ROOM 206, TOWN HALL
TIME: 7:00 pm
85 UNION STREET
MINUTES
Present:

Chair Mike Lyne, Vice Chair Eric Foushee and Commissioners Brianne Smithson
and William Wilkoff.

Absent:

None

Also Present: Parks and Recreation Director, Tom Farrell
Chair Lyne welcomed everyone to the meeting and then took a role call by calling on
Commissioners and staff individually to introduce themselves.
1
1a

MINUTES
MINUTES OF August 18, 2021
COMMISSIONER SMITHSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES; SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER FOUSHEE; VOTE 4-0 UNANIMOUS OF THOSE PRESENT.

2

CITIZENS INPUT AND CORRESPONDENCE
Director Farrell shared an email response he sent to a citizen regarding COVID-19 and the
2021 season of the Brunswick Youth Soccer League. Farrell noted that there has been a
significant jump in registration since the 2020 season that was particularly low due to
COVID-19. Farrell noted that the parent was concerned about the potential for COVID-19
exposure in the younger league because the children are less experienced in the game of
soccer and tend to bunch up around the ball for most of the game.
Farrell explained that he informed the parent of the COVID-19 mitigation efforts in place
as well as the Parks and Rec Department’s effort to remain up to date on current COVID19 guidance. In addition, Farrell continued to explain how he stressed to the parent that
requirements will change as recommendations change. Farrell added that he also informed
the parent that they are welcome to have their child wear a mask while playing the game if
that makes them feel more comfortable. Farrell concluded that based on the guidance
currently, the Parks and Recreation Department feels that safe and responsible choices are
being made with regard to the program and required masking.

3

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA
None.

4

RECREATION PROGRAM REPORT
Director Farrell began the program report by recognizing that Deputy Director Troy Smith
is no longer employed by the Town of Brunswick as he accepted an Athletic Director
position with the Rockland School Department. Farrell informed those who are watching or
listening to the meeting that the program report can be viewed from the website rather than
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Farrell delivering the report this evening. Farrell emphasized that even in Troy’s absence,
the delivery of programming traditionally held by the department will continue and staff is
already working on preparing the Late Fall programming like the Halloween events and the
Ski and Skate Sale.
5
5a

OLD BUSINESS
Casco Bay TRAIL INITIATIVE UPDATE
Dick Woodbury introduced himself as a Yarmouth resident who has been active in a
number of different trail organizations for many years. Woodbury noted that he in on the
board of the East Coast Greenway Alliance, which is the national vision of a trail that
stretches from the top of Maine to the tip of Florida, as well as the Maine Trails Coalition
and Casco Bay Trails Alliance. Woodbury explained that the East Coast Greenway
envisions connecting 3,000 miles of trail from Calais, Maine through all of the population
centers along the Atlantic Coast to Key West, Florida. Woodbury continued to explain that
the trail is much like the Appalachian Trail, but is designed to traverse population centers
so that people can use the trail as part of their everyday lives.
Woodbury referenced a map showing the entire East Coast Greenway and noted that his
main focus is on the Maine portion of trails and where the corridor will be located.
Woodbury noted that nationally and locally, about 1/3 of the corridor has already existing
off-road routes, but 2/3 of the corridor represents areas that have yet to be identified.
Woodbury then showed a map specific to Southern Maine and noted that this represents the
entire vision for trails in the Southern Maine region. Woodbury summarized that the vision
is to connect the existing trails in Maine to create an interconnected, regional, long-distance
trail system.
Woodbury then segued to discussing the location of these existing trails which are largely
located on State-owned former rail corridors that are no longer utilized by trains. The three
systems that have been the main focus of the initiative in the past few years are the
Merrymeeting Trail, the St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad, and the Mountain Division
Trail. Woodbury explained that the Maine Department of Transportation wants there to be
a public advisory council in place prior to granting authorization to any group for use of the
former systems. Woodbury continued on to explain that the Maine legislature passed a bill
to create the Rail Corridor Advisory Council and any municipality along the corridors can
request to be part of the conversation.
Woodbury stated that there are 4 key advocacy groups working to push these initiatives
forwards and they are the Merrymeeting Trailblazers, the Casco Bay Trail Alliance, the
Mountain Division Alliance, and the Eastern Trail Alliance. Woodbury continued to state
that the Merrymeeting Trail initiative has been active for about 10 years and has been
approved for a Rail Advisory Committee and the Mountain Division also has a Rail
Advisory Committee, but the Casco Bay Trails Alliance is still in the process of requesting
an advisory coalition. Woodbury explained that 9 communities have endorsed a path to
adopt resolutions requesting that the Maine DOT create a Rail Corridor Advisory Council
to look at the corridor and consider it a Rail Trail. Woodbury continued to explain that
resolutions have passed in Portland, Cumberland, Yarmouth, North Yarmouth, Pownal,
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Lewiston, Lisbon and Freeport. Woodbury emphasized that the vision also includes towns
that are not directly situated along the rail corridor because the vision will benefit those
towns as well.
Woodbury concluded that the benefit to the towns along the corridor is the purpose of his
presentation to the Recreation Commission. Woodbury referenced a draft resolution he sent
to Recreation Commissioners and summarized that the resolution outlines the benefits
Brunswick would reap because the Town is a juncture point in the trail network. Woodbury
continued to summarize that draft articulates support for the trail project’s vision and
expresses support for the advisory council process for both the Merrymeeting Trail and
Casco Bay Trail in order to advance the conversation. Woodbury concluded that his hope is
for Brunswick support in working towards accomplishing the vision of the trail network
here in Maine.
Chair Lyne inquired if the Riverwalk Committee would be the local advocacy group that
would be most effective in expressing support for the advisory council given their years of
supporting the path along the Androscoggin or if the Recreation Commission would.
Director Farrell replied that the Riverwalk Committee has been active for about 10 years
and has been successful in completing much of the Riverwalk project. Farrell summarized
that he is the staff liaison for the Riverwalk Committee and throughout the last year has
overseen the project with its feasibility study through the Maine Department of
Transportation. Farrell continued to summarize that the Frank Wood Bridge replacement
has become a problem for the Riverwalk project, as well as the proposed changes to the
pool table which is the immediate approach to the bridge and both projects are in limbo.
Farrell concluded that there are a number of proposed alignments for that section of the
Riverwalk, but Brunswick has yet to receive the results of the feasibility study. Farrell
further concluded that he is aware that a request will be made of Maine DOT to fund the
Riverwalk project from the Swinging Bridge to Bow and Cabot Streets. To that point,
Farrell explained that the goal of the committee is to improve the bike and pedestrian
corridor in the specific area until the questions about the FJW Bridge and Pool Table are
resolved. Farrell continued to explain that this project will continue to be the primary focus
of the Riverwalk Committee as they will then need to raise the local share of the funds for
the project that is estimated to cost 1.1 million dollars.
Director Farrell then segued to discussing who would be the most appropriate entity to lead
the effort and he named both the Recreation Commission and Bike-Ped Committee as those
entities. Farrell remind the Recreation Commission that Carrie Kinne and Lee Cataldo
came before the commission many months ago to present the Casco Bay Trails initiative
which included the Capital to the Coast Trail that envisioned connecting the Androscoggin
Bike Path to the Sagadahoc Bridge. Farrell added that the Town of Brunswick recently
received an inquiry from Midcoast Economic Development Group about projects that
Brunswick would like to see considered for some of the federal funding that will be
allocated for infrastructure in the future. Farrell continued on to state that Dick’s resolution
does not address Brunswick’s priorities and he believes there needs to be an effort on the
part of the Merrymeeting Trail Alliance to include the Brunswick to Bath connection of the
A to K trail since Brunswick’s Bike-Ped Coalition has been working to fund that project for
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nearly 20 years. Farrell stressed that he is supportive of what the Alliance is trying to
accomplish, but that he is unsure how to incorporate Brunswick’s priorities into the
resolution that the Alliance hopes Brunswick will endorse though the Town Council.
Woodbury responded to Farrell by emphasizing that Brunswick is situated on a particularly
important juncture as the trail initiative envisions extending the corridor North, South East
and West from Brunswick. Woodbury agreed that the A to K trail should certainly be
included in the draft resolution and emphasized that this initiative would be a spectacular
resource and would be beneficial for all surrounding towns. Chair Lyne agreed with Farrell
and Woodbury and noted that the best way to garner Town Council support would be to
address Brunswick’s priorities within the larger vision. Woodbury added that legislature
also passed a directive asking that the Department of Transportation create an Active
Transportation Plan, which is worth mentioning in the draft resolution because the vision of
an interconnected trail system is central to that mission as it allows people to have an active
transportation option in the most populous region of the state. Farrell also established that
an additional benefit for including the A to K into the initiative is that it would involve two
more communities, Bath and West Bath, which are likely to also join in on the initiative.
Director Farrell invited Commissioner Wilkoff to add his input as well given that he is a
former Chair of the Bike-Pedestrian Advisory Committee. Wilkoff expressed that the BikePedestrian Committee typically focused on local bike and pedestrian traffic and safety
during his time as Committee Chair. Wilkoff added that the committee would appreciate
hearing about the vision and having a chance to comment on the vision. Director Farrell
agreed with Wilkoff and reiterated that their main focus has been the re-visioning of
different Brunswick areas with regard to bikes and pedestrians, but they have also
discussed regional connectivity. Although the two groups’ foci is mostly local, Farrell
noted that the Town Council will likely be interested in knowing what the Recreation
Commission and Bike-Ped Advisory think about the regional vision.
Farrell concluded that the Recreation Commission should wait until the Bike-Ped Advisory
has seen the presentation for the regional vision and until the correct language has been
included in the draft resolution rather than take action at the current meeting so that the
resolution is well-vetted. Farrell further concluded that Woodbury could then make
changes to the draft resolution that reflects the input of both groups before going to the
Town Council. Woodbury added that there isn’t an immediate urgency to submit the
resolution, but Woodbury suggested that Brunswick may have a strong influence on the
decisions of other towns that are contemplating involvement in the process.
In closing, Lyne summarized that the Recreation Commission will wait until Woodbury has
presented to the Bike-Ped Advisory and will also wait until the document has been edited
to reflect Brunswick’s priorities.
5b

KATE FURBISH PARKING LOT PROJECT
Director Farrell provided an update on the parking lot. Farrell explained that he and the Town of
Brunswick Engineer, Matt Barnes, met before the Planning Board and were granted
approval to construct a 27 space parking lot, including two ADA compliant handicapped
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parking spaces, on Merriconeag Road across from the western entrance to the Kate Furbish
Trail. Farrell continued to explain that work will begin right away and the hope is for the
work to be completed before winter as the Mere Creek Golf Course parking lot will not be
available for folks looking to park and access the Furbish Trails. Farrell also noted that it
remains unclear whether or not the golf course will be available for cross country skiing
although Farrell believes that there isn’t any indication that it will not be available to cross
country skiers as of yet.
Chair Lyne asked what materials the parking lot will be constructed with. Farrell explained
that the lot will be paved, painted and there will be tire stops so each of the parking spaces
will be really well defined. Farrell added that there will be landscaping around the lot and,
because the tree canopy is so dense, there will also be a void space to allow sunlight onto
the parking lot. Farrell explained that this is intended to decrease the impact of the parking
lot on the surrounding wetlands by reducing amount of salt and calcium chloride needed to
melt any snow or ice.
Chair Lyne also asked how the parking lot project will be funded. Farrell explained that
$20,000 will be coming from Recreation Impact Fees and that will cover the cost of the
materials mostly. Additionally, labor will be coming from both the Recreation Department
budget and Public Works budget as Town of Brunswick staff will be completing the
balance of the work.
5c

KATE FURBISH CULVERT REPLACEMENTS AND MOUNTAIN BIKE SINGLE
TRACK LAYOUT
Farrell summarized that the Parks Department is trying to complete the construction of seven
miles of trails that were permitted to be built on the Kate Furbish property. Farrell explained
that four culverts must be replaced on both the East and West sides of the property and a
permission request has been submitted to the U.S. Navy for that. Farrell emphasized that
approval from the Navy is expected in about a week as he does not anticipate any issues with
the application and work on the project will happen throughout the month of October.
Additionally, Farrell noted that members of the 6 Rivers NEMBA organization and Stantec
Environmental Engineers will be mapping out mountain bike trails on the 70 acre parcel of
land at Buttermilk Cove. Farrell referenced a map included in Commissioners’ packets and
explained that 6 Rivers NEMBA laid out the alignments for the property a year ago, but it does
not utilize the full 70 acres of land. To that point, Farrell explained that they will work to
extend the mountain bike trails and limit the pedestrian trail crossings when they meet at the
parcel throughout the first week in October. Farrell concluded that a final alignment will be laid
out that minimizes impact on resources, reduces the number of pedestrian trail crossings, and
lengthens the trail. Farrell continued to conclude that the environmental engineers will then
amend the permit application for constructing the trails in the summer of 2022.

5d

MERRYMEETING PARK WATER ACCESS PROJECT AND THE MAINE
OUTDOOR HERITAGE FUND APPLICATION
Director Farrell explained that the current application is very similar to the Land for
Maine’s Future application that was previously submitted and is a request for $20,000 to
meet the shortfall from the local share of money that needs to be raised in order to purchase
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the Merrymeeting Park property. Farrell noted that about $80,000 is slated to be paid from
the Water Access Fund and $252,000 has been preliminarily approved from Land for
Maine’s Future to help with the acquisition. Farrell added that Town of Brunswick staff
continues to seek out funding sources, including a potential allocation of $20,000 in
Recreation Impact Fees, however it has not yet been determined that those fees are
necessary for the acquisition. Farrell concluded that action would need to be taken on the
part of the Recreation Commission should it be determined that those funds are necessary.
5e

LC4 UPDATE
Chair Lyne explained that CHA consulting in association with GreenPlay, LLC has
responded to the request for proposals and is the preferred consulting team amongst the
executive committee of the LC4. Lyne continued to explain that the consulting team will
begin the public engagement process for the 10 acres next to the Recreation Center in
October. Additionally, Lyne noted that they will also be involved in design work, rendering
plans that could be used with fundraising efforts down the road, and they will work to build
estimates for the desired uses. Lyne summarized that the firms have extensive experience
with this process and can help with both estimating the cost for construction as well as
estimating the associated operations costs.
Lyne then segued to discussing the firms in greater detail. Lyne explained that CHA is a
national organization, but they are locally based out of Portland. Additionally, Lyne noted
that they were the lead design team for the Whittier Field Complex located at Bowdoin
College, as well as at Mt. Ararat and Kennebunk High Schools. Lyne added that the
GreenPlay firm specifically is one of the best in the country and they are very well versed
in the community engagement process. Director Farrell reiterated Lyne’s statements,
adding that GreenPlay is one of the premier companies throughout the USA who help
municipalities develop master plans for Parks and Recreation.
Lyne concluded that the more immediate goal is for the companies to meet with
stakeholder groups beginning on October 20th and there will be a public survey following
that as well. Lyne further concluded that the overall goal is for there to be a design package
recommendation and a master plan before the end of the current calendar year. Lyne
emphasized that this plan is ambitious and fast moving, but is necessary in order to take
advantage of funding opportunities in 2022.

5f

SIMPSONS POINT CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE
Director Farrell recalled that the purpose of the Simpsons Point Advisory Committee is to
address a number of items that were identified during a joint workshop of the Recreation
Commission and Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission. Farrell noted that some of the issues
on the list have been solved, but a final decision about dogs at Simpsons Point has yet to be
determined as there are many differing opinions. Farrell continued on to note that the hope is
for a series of recommendations to be compiled at the next meeting of the advisory committee
so that those recommendations can be taken to the Town Council for action late Fall or early
winter. Director Farrell then welcomed feedback from Chair Lyne and Commissioner Wilkoff
who have both been in attendance at the meetings of the Simpsons Point Advisory Committee.
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Chair Lyne expressed that the goal was to reconcile the management of the Simpsons Point
property and the individual issues that were highlighted based on the existing ordinance. Lyne
added that in tackling the individual issues it became clear that there are bigger issues with the
launch that go beyond the management of it. Lyne noted that the committee and process seems
to be running smoothly and is well-led by Councilor Steve Walker but will likely also be a
long-standing committee. Commissioner Wilkoff agreed with Lyne and also highlighted that
while there are larger issues at hand, the committee has been successful in resolving the smaller
management issues. Lyne concluded that Simpsons Point requires the attention it is giving
because it is such a unique resource here in Brunswick and it is seeing increasing pressure from
public use.
Director Farrell added that he, Councilor Walker and Harbor Master Dan Devereaux met with a
representative from MDOT’s Small Harbor Improvements Program (SHIP). Farrell explained
that the encouraging news came of that meeting as the representative believes that the site
warrants requesting funding to renovate the entire ramp, as well as create pedestrian access
points on the land that the Town of Brunswick owns. Farrell reiterated that the meeting was
positive and added that the representative from MDOT has encouraged the Town of Brunswick
to pursue funding to improve the site.

6
6a

NEW BUSINESS
MID COAST ROWING ASSOCIATION (MCRA) DOCK PROPOSAL
Scott Bailey from Maine Coast Rowing Association (formerly Merrymeeting Community
Rowing) began by providing an update on the rowing program since the beginning of the
pandemic. Bailey explained that the organization had to adjust their programming in order to
achieve a greater level of safety for their athletes and the group also welcomed rowers from
Bowdoin College given that the college athletes also had to adjust their program in the name of
safety. Bailey expressed that desire for rowing opportunities in the area greatly increased
throughout the past year and resulted in MCRA hiring Dan Duxbury, the new Director of
Rowing. Bailey highlighted that about 35 high schoolers, 15 middle schoolers and about 25
adults are all active in the program currently.
Bailey then explained that one challenge for MCRA is the current Town of Brunswick
ordinance that doesn’t allowing for tying boats to docks. Bailey continued to explain that the
current ordinance poses safety concerns and adds a significant amount of time to boat launches
given the number of rowers on the water daily. To that point, Bailey summarized that MCRA is
hoping for the Recreation Commissions support backing a proposal to reinstate a former dock
and install a new one upstream from the current Water Street launch location. Additionally,
Bailey noted that MCRA would be paying an engineering firm to prepare diagrams and
supporting permitting documents that need to be submitted to the IF&W or the Army Corps of
Engineers. Bailey summarized that the proposal is seeking approval to install a plastic dock
system to the low tide mark that would allow for up to 3 launches. Bailey continued to
summarize that the dock and launches would only be used by trained coaches and staff, rather
than by rowers or the general public.
Director Farrell added that the Town Manager has received the same materials that the
Recreation Commission has in their current packet and MCRA’s request will be on an
upcoming agenda for the Town Council at the end of September. Farrell explained that a
prepared recommendation will not be included in the Town Council meeting at the end of the

Brunswick Recreation Commission
September 15, 2021

Town Council Chambers, Town Hall
Page 8 of 9

month, but the Town Council will likely want to know what the Recreation Commission’s
opinion is on the matter. Farrell also explained that it is important to go to the Town Council
with a land conveyance, and for MCRA to be the permit applicant they would need to show
some ownership and rights to the property through something like an easement agreement with
an assurance that MCRA will have access to the land for a certain number of years.
Bailey followed up Farrell remarks by indicating that he requested for access to the land for
about 20 years. Bailey also noted that the investment on the part of MCRA would be about
$25,000 with $12,000 budgeted for the permitting and the rest for the purchase and
construction of the dock system. Bailey concluded that the investment MCRA is looking to
make in exchange for access to the land is significant because it will allow for rowing practices
to be conducted safely. Bailey further concluded that, based on the cost of the investment, it
would be ideal if the Town of Brunswick would consider renewal of agreement so long as the
dock remains in compliance.
Director Farrell then referred to a map included in Commissioners’ packets and added that the
proposal will not result in the loss of any parking spaces, as the abutment is already in place
and is outside of the existing parking area. Farrell expressed that he is concerned about
restricting the public’s access to the launch and feels that is one downside to the project, but
otherwise feels that the installation of a new system will add a tremendous level of safety.
Bailey, in response to Farrell, suggested implementing signage and utilizing the Town of
Brunswick Park Ranger in order to enforce the dock, but also noted that they are very active on
the water during the months that the dock would be in the water so MCRA would also be able
to educate the public. Farrell concluded that he believes the Recreation Commission should
discuss the matter so that Bailey can go before the Town Council having already met with the
Commission. Farrell continued to conclude that it will be beneficial for Bailey to report to the
Town Council whether or not the Recreation Commission looked favorable upon the project.
Chair Lyne followed up these remarks by inquiring if there would also be a local permitting
process. Bailey explained that the type of dock requires for a permit from the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Department of Environmental Protection, but the local permitting process is
unclear. Farrell added that there has been a preliminary discussion with Julie Erdman, the Code
Enforcement Officer, but the MCRA proposal had not been drafted at the time of that
discussion. Because the draft was not present at the time of the conversation, Farrell explained
that Erdman was not able to definitively state whether or not a permit would be required.
Bailey noted that Pine Tree Engineering would be taking care of much of the permitting
process and MCRA has raised the necessary funds in order to being the work once an approval
is made.
Commissioner Wilkoff pledged support for the project and emphasized that it will have a
positive impact on the sport’s exposure here in Brunswick. Chair Lyne also pledged support for
the proposal and he added that the program is a great asset for the community. Lyne concluded
that the Recreation Commission is in full support of the proposal and he welcomed Bailey to
reach out as necessary for support.

6b

DEPUTY DIRECTOR SEARCH PROCESS
Director Farrell stated that shortly after Smith’s departure the advertisement for the Deputy
Director position was posted in a number of different mediums, including the Human

Brunswick Recreation Commission
September 15, 2021

Town Council Chambers, Town Hall
Page 9 of 9

Resources corner of Town of Brunswick Website as well as the National Recreation and
Parks Association (NRPA) website and Maine Recreation and Parks Association (MRPA)
website. Farrell explained that the deadline for applications is September 22nd and a
number of applications have already been submitted for the position. Farrell continued to
explain that the interview committee has been assembled and will include himself, HR
Director Jody Durisko, Assistant Town Manager Ryan Leighton, Recreation Commission
Chair Mike Lyne and former Recreation Commission Chair Jeffrey Ward. Farrell
concluded that interviews will begin for the position throughout the first week in October
with the hope of hiring the ideal candidate to begin working by early November.
7

OTHER BUSINESS
None.

8

The date for next meeting is Thursday, October 21, 2021. Meeting will be held at the
Brunswick Town Hall Located in Town Council Chambers with some Commissioners
participating via Zoom beginning at 7:00pm.

9

ADJOURNMENT
COMMISSIONER FOUSHEE MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING; SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WILKOFF; VOTE 4-0 UNANIMOUS OF THOSE PRESENT.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:41 pm.

Prepared by Madeleine Hicks
October 27, 2021

Program Report
CURRENT OR RECENTLY COMPLETED
Brunswick Youth Soccer League (BYSL)- 335 Participants
Cross Country Running Club- 46 Participants
Start Smart Soccer- 23 Children and their guardians
Top Rockers Youth Hip Hop Dance- 17 Participants
Youth Field Hockey- 20 Participants
Travel Field Hockey- 12 Participants
Fledgling Fundamental Field Hockey- 19 Participants
Cross Country Trail Biking- 23 Participants
Mad Science Energize It!- 20 Participants
Family Halloween Window Painting-102 Participants
Pumpkin Decorating and Pizza Party-105 Participants
UPCOMING PROGRAMMING OFFERINGS
 Youth Basketball Leagues
For youth in grades 3-8. Experience the fun and excitement of playing basketball! Youth basketball
emphasizes the development of fundamental basketball skills and positive youth sports values such as
teamwork, respect and sportsmanship. Each player is guaranteed to play at least one half of every game.
Practices and games will primarily be held at the Rec. Center and the Harriet Beecher Stowe gyms. Tshirts are included and will be given out prior to the first game! We offer the following basketball leagues:
Boys 3rd & 4th Grade, Girls 3rd & 4th Grade League, Boys 5th & 6th Grade(Coed if insufficient enrollment),
Girls 5th & 6th Grade League(Coed if insufficient enrollment), Coed 7th & 8th Grade League
Trunk or Treat at the Recreation Center
For all ages. In lieu of the traditional Goblins Parade and Creepy Creature Party, the Parks and
Recreation Department is offering a FREE Trunk Or Treat in the parking lot of the Brunswick Recreation
Center at 220 Neptune Drive on Brunswick Landing from 3pm until 6pm, Sunday, October 31st.
Participating trunks will be decked out in Halloween themes and there will be individually wrapped treats
for kiddos to collect at each one! Families will need to sign up for scheduled arrival times on our website in
order to ensure this is a safe and fun Halloween event.


Virtual Creepy Creature Costume Contest
For all ages. Slip into your scariest, funniest, most outrageous costume and join in the Brunswick Parks &
Recreation Department’s Virtual Halloween Costume Contest! We will be awarding a prize to one winner in
each of the following age categories: Toddler, Preschool, Kindergarten, 1st Grade, 2nd Grade, 3rd Grade,
4th Grade, 5th Grade, 6th Grade, Family, and Pet(s). Dress up in your most unique and one of a kind
costume that you can create, take a picture of your costume and send it to Recprograms@brunswickme.org.
Send your picture with the name of the costume, the name of the person/animal/family in the picture, and
the category you are competing in so we can correctly identify you. That’s all there is to it! We will post
pictures on our Website and Facebook page to show off all the great costumes and announce winners!
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LC4 Advisory Committee
Municipal Recreation Complex
October 7, 2021
_____________________________________________________________________________________
1. Welcome
2. Update on Community Engagement Consultant
• Contract
• Kick-off meeting
3. Old Business
a. Discussion on Public Meeting – Thursday, Nov. 18
b. PR/Marketing Committee Report
c. Fundraising Committee Report
4. New Business
a. YMCA Community Leader Session (via Zoom on Oct. 27th) – Caroline Kurrus
NEXT MEETING
Advisory Committee Meeting

TBD

www.brunswickme.org

Location: Via Zoom

Blue line- Create a trailhead on
Coombs Road to access mountain
bike trails as delineated by NEMBA
and acceptable to STANTEC

Keep section proposed for new mountain
bike trails as laid out by Alex Long while
conducting an assessment of alignment to
adjust crossings of green trail (Old School
Trail) with representatives from NEMBA
and what is acceptable to STANTEC

Boundary of mountain bike
track area

NEMBA current proposed
track
Parcel boundaries
Old School Trail
Gatchell Loop
Snow Trail

Gray area, expand trails if
NEMBA feels terrain is suitable for mountain bike riding
and STANTEC approves of the
preferred alignment

Simpson’s Point Citizens Advisory Committee Summary Report
Prepared by the Brunswick Coastal Resource Office

October 26, 2021

Simpson’s Point landing
Citizens Advisory
COMMITTEE
Final Report of Facility Recommendations to the Brunswick Town Council

Report on Simpson’s Point Landing with Town Council Recommendations

Simpson’s Point Citizens Advisory Committee Summary Report
Prepared by the Brunswick Coastal Resource Office

October 26, 2021

Executive Summary
The Simpson’s Point Citizens Advisory Committee (SPCAC) is a citizen’s board appointed by the
Town Council to review and make recommendations regarding the facility design and
management of Simpsons Point Landing (refer to Appendix for Committee charge and
membership). Simpsons Point Landing is defined as the town owned land consisting of the
former Cornell property (Tax Map 31 Lot 4 C) acquired in 2016, and the 30’ right of way over
Simpson’s Point Road that terminates in the existing boat ramp and associated turn-around.
Privately owned lands immediately south of the road (Tax Map 31 Lot 4A), and waterfront
portions of privately owned land immediately north of the boat ramp (Tax Map 31 Lot 4) are
regularly visited by the public but are not in public ownership. The SPCAC has reviewed each
aspect of the Council charge and has prepared the following recommendation taking into
consideration the recent Simpsons Point shoulder parking improvements and neighborhood
road resurfacing work. The Committee’s recommendations also take into consideration past
changes in launch ramp operations resulting from the opening of the Mere Point Boat launch
and subsequent Town Council correspondence with the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife (MDIFW) regarding seasonal ramp re-opening.

Background
Simpson’s Point Boat launch is unique in location and character, as it is one of the very few
improved boat launches so far up in the intertidal area within Brunswick waters. The original
right of way to the water at Simpsons Point historically supported a broad variety of public
access needs. Over time the Town installed a boat launch in the right of way at the end of the
road to accommodate recreational and commercial watercraft. In 2006, MDIFW in partnership
with the Town agreed to close the Simpsons Point Boat launch to use by submerged propeller
powered craft in an effort to meet eelgrass mitigation requirements resulting from the
construction of the Mere Point Boat Launch. At that time, the Town decided to close the
Simpsons Point launch to all motorized craft given the enforcement challenges of allowing nonsubmerged propeller craft (e.g. airboats) and not traditional outboard driven craft. Since the
closure, and in the following years, Simpson’s Point Landing has become a popular destination
point for recreational activities, including swimming, kayaking, birding, beachgoing, sunbathing,
bank fishing, dog walking, cross country skiing and the like.
This increase in usage has led to a related increase in user conflicts. In 2016 the Town
purchased a 0.6-acre parcel of land situated along Simpson’s Point Road, 350’ north of the
boat launch. Earlier this year the Town Council authorized road resurfacing and the addition of
bump out shoulder parking along the frontage of the newly acquired town land. The SPCAC
has taken these initiatives into account in making the recommendations outlined below.
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMENDATIONS BY COUNCIL CHARGE
1. Advise the Town Council on Facility Operations and Maintenance Policies
The Committee recommends that several overarching policies or initiatives be established to
encourage responsible public use of this area and the limited Town-owned property. Each of
these policies can be revisited by the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission if future
circumstances warrant.
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain the Simpson’s Point boat launch as “hand carry access only”
Modify town ordinance(s) to allow for swimming at this location
Limit vehicle parking south of Pennell Way to the newly created parallel parking area, and one
designated handicap parking spot
Designate Town staff to work directly with the two direct abutters to develop appropriate
signage or other means to delineate private property and discourage trespassing
Although extensively discussed, no other policy changes are recommended to existing dog leash
or overnight parking regulations or restricting recreational fishing. However, all of these topic
areas can benefit from better signage, education and enforcement (see Topic #4)

2. Provide Comments on Final Facility Designs
The Committee identified several areas for improvement, to ensure public safety, improve access
to Town-owned property, and preserve the aesthetic character of the neighborhood. No largescale improvements are believed necessary at this time. Areas for improvement include:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Inspect and maintain the existing boat ramp to allow for safe public access
Survey and mark the boundaries the recently acquired 0.6-acre parcel (the former Cornell
property, Tax Map 31 Lot 4 C ), as well as locate rare plant locations to be protected
With abutter input, develop a design for easy public access to the aforementioned newly
acquired parcel that keeps in the character of the neighborhood and respects adjacent private
property
Stripe the recently created shoulder parking area to clarify where vehicle parking is allowed
Locate one new designated handicap parking place, ideally close(r) to the turnaround
Replace current “no parking” signs with fewer, clear signs designating allowable parking.
Generally, limit signs to reduce aesthetic impact. New signage should be clear and concise.
Install 3 permanent bike racks in an easy to access location(s) along Town-owned parcel
Replace existing signage at turn around with a new informational kiosk to be installed near the
newly acquired Town-owned parcel (see Topic Area #4)

3. Assessment of Transportation Management Issues
The vehicle parking policy recommendations mentioned previously at the southern end of
Simpson’s Point Road should address most unsafe and illegal parking in that specific area.
Vehicle traffic concerns on Simpson’s Point Road and the Pennellville area roads needs further
assessment to develop recommendations to address vehicle speeding & safe use by all users.
•

Designate Town Staff to develop a plan to assess local area road uses (car, bike, pedestrian) and
implement appropriate approaches for traffic calming on public roads in the Simpson’s
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Point/Pennellville area that are consistent with the safety standards at other public resource
access points in Brunswick.
• Encourage bicycle and pedestrian use of the facility through community outreach and education
via the Bike and Pedestrian Committee
• Consider designating a commercial harvester parking spot(s) for low-tide access only. Staff
should monitor the need for this in the upcoming year of operation.

4. Development of Facility User Education Programs
The Committee recognizes that better public education on several topics is essential to allow all
facility visitors to feel safe, preserve neighborhood quality and to respect private property. The
following recommendations should be adopted:
•

•
•
•

Provide information at kiosks to includes facility specific information, including a map of the
boundaries of public property, reinforces key Town policies dogs on leash and parking
regulations, and highlights phone and email contact information to report concerns or issues.
Similarly, post Simpson’s Point specific policies and maps on the Town’s website
Update the Coastal Waters Access Guide with new policies and facility specific information
related to Simpson’s Point.
Encourage continuing public interaction with the Park Rangers, Marine Resources, Police
Department, and other Town staff to ensure responsible use of the area and that Town policies
and regulations are enforced.

5. Assessment of Annual Operating Expenses
TO BE DEVELOPED AND ATTACHED or INSERTED
6. On-Going Stewardship
The Committee recognizes that successful long-term stewardship of this unique location in
Brunswick requires regular review and re-assessment. The following recommendations should be
adopted:
•

Task the Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission to conduct an annual review of the operations
of this public access area, and to alert Town Staff for any needs or adjustments. This review
should be conducted with input from Town staff and Town departments which have an
overlapping responsibility for the facility.
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Simpsons Point Landing is defined as the 30’ right of way to water accessible between private
lands by Simpsons Point Road (Tax Map 31 Lot 4 & 4A) & the 0.6 acres Town owned parcel
(Tax Map 31 Lot 4 C). NOTE: Outline of pier is relict of tax map GIS data.
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Kiosk

Bench

Trail

Bike Racks

Handicapped Parking

Draft sketch plan of Town owned parcel with suggested amenities
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Appendix

Simpsons Point Public Access Facility Citizen’s Advisory
COMMITTEE CHARGE
Adopted the by the Brunswick Town Council – March 15, 2021
This Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC) is to serve in an advisory capacity to the Brunswick Town
Council providing recommendations addressing safety, environmental, managerial and neighborhood
concerns and the broader Brunswick community interest at the Simpsons Point Landing (the “Facility”).
The CAC charge includes the following five aspects of facility development and operations:
1) Advise the Town Council on Facility Operation and Management Policies:
The CAC will review public comment received to date regarding facility operations and management.
The CAC will work with town staff including representatives of the Parks and Recreation Department,
Coastal Resources Office, and Police Department in crafting suggestions for Facility operation. These
suggestions will inform future ordinance revisions.
2) Provide Comment on Final Facility Designs:
The Brunswick Town Council has approved an approach to funding parallel parking construction and
removal of the deteriorated concrete ramp planking. Public comment on the preliminary design has been
received, and it is expected that the Town will soon draft final plans to satisfy permitting requirements.
As these plans are drafted the CAC will review steps taken to address public concerns. Access
improvements for the former Cornell property have only been presented conceptually. The CAC shall
provide recommendations to guide the final design of these improvements.
3) Assessment of Transportation Management Issues:
The CAC will work with Town staff to identify potential signage, and traffic controls necessary to
accommodate the existing level of use and minimize traffic impacts on the neighborhood resulting from
public use of the Facility. This task will include recommendations for promoting bicycle and pedestrian
access.
4) Development of Facility User Education Program:
The CAC will suggest approaches to promote responsible and safe use of the Facility. Recommendations
will be used in the development and/or improvement of informational on-site signage / kiosk, Town
website information and written materials regarding Facility use.
5) Assessment of Annual Operating Expenses:
Based on CAC recommendations for Facility operations and management, the CAC will work Town staff
to assess the likely annual operating budget associated with the Facility.
6) Ongoing Stewardship
The Committee will consider ongoing measures to ensure the proper level of oversight of the Simpsons
Point site to protect the ecological, historical, and recreational values. The Committee will work with
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town staff to explore the feasibility of a park ranger and/or a volunteer Friends of Simpsons Point group
to aid in the year-round supervision of the Point. Consideration will also be given to the development of
an annual review and report to the Council, including but not limited to (a) the effectiveness of the facility
management policies, (b) the identification of any environmental concerns, and (c) any opportunities for
additional land acquisition abutting the Point.
Expected Timing: It is expected that the CAC will deliver its recommendations to the Town Council by
June 30th 2021, or as soon as possible thereafter. Nothing herein shall prevent the Town Council or staff
from taking appropriate actions in the meantime to address near term Facility safety or managerial
issues.
The CAC consists of the following 10 members:
Members Appointed by Town Council
2 Town Councilors (Steve Walker & Dan Ankeles)
2 members of the Brunswick Recreation Commission (Mike Lyne & Melissa Archbell)
2 members of the Brunswick Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission (Marko Melendy & Will Wilkoff) 1
member of the Brunswick Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (Jared Woolston via Planning) 1
neighbor to the facility (directly across street, or abutting) (John Muench)
1 Pennellville/Simpson’s Point Road neighborhood representative (James Ecker)
1 resident at large (Anne Banks)
Staff support for the CAC to include:
1 representative of the Coastal Resources Office (Dan Devereaux)
1 representative of the Department of Parks and Recreation (Tom Farrell)
Representatives from Public Safety Departments, Public Works, and Planning will be invited as needed.
(Officer Dan Sylvain, ACO Heather Brown, Park Ranger Ben Gould)

Televised Public Meeting Links

Meeting Minute Links

August 5, 2021

August 5 Minutes

August 19, 2021

August 19 Minutes

September 2, 2021

September 2 Minutes

September 16, 2021

September 16 Minutes

September 30, 2021

September 30 Minutes

October 7, 2021

TBA
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Brunswick Marine Resource Committee
28 Federal Street
Brunswick, Maine 04011
207-725-6631

Brunswick Town Council
28 Federal St.
Brunswick, Maine 04011

August 22, 2010

Honorable Brunswick Town Councilors,
We are contacting you in regard to the Coastal Wetland Compensation Plan for the Merepoint Boat Launch (sec. 3.3.1), which details
the eel grass mitigation efforts for the Merepoint Boat Launch. As part of MPBL eel grass mitigation effort, it was decided that the
Simpsons Point Boat launch would be restricted to hand carry watercraft access only. This item was brought up before the Marine
Resource Committee in 2007 at which time Chairman Raymond Trombley expressed concern surrounding the restriction and the
possible hardship and safety issues this restriction may cause to local shellfish harvesters (see attached letter). Since the restriction was
enacted the Marine Resource Committee and the Brunswick Marine Resource Division has yielded several complaints from sportsmen
and shellfish harvesters that are now forced to launch their boats at the MPBL, only to travel back past the Simpsons Point Landing to
reach the prolific hunting and fishing grounds in upper reaches of Middle Bay.
This Simpsons Point restriction was brought up again by members of the BMRC in 2008 and 2009. In late 2009, the Brunswick
Marine Division contacted IF&W and MEDEP to see what, if anything could be done to amend the MPBL wetland compensation plan
to allow offseason motorized launches at Simpsons Point after the eel grass has defoliated. At that time, MEDEP advised IF&W they
would have to submit a minor revision application to amend the plan and that it would be reviewed by MEDEP personnel (see
attached request). In the spring of 2010 the BMRC was made aware the MEDEP was considering IF&W’s requests. Brunswick
Marine Resource Officer and Harbormaster Dan Devereaux had made the BMRC aware that MEDEP had expressed concern over the
denudation of existing eel grass during offseason launching and MEDEP could request that some form of monitoring occur during the
seasonal opening. In the spring of 2010, Devereaux provided an update of the offseason reopening to the Brunswick Town Council.
The Town Council suggested that the facts and details of any reopening be discussed in greater detail at the BMRC level. Over the
course of this summer, the BMRC has discussed the Simpsons Point offseason reopening in great detail and on numerous occasions
amongst ourselves and with the public. The general consensus of the committee and the public is to reopen the launch from November
15 to May 1st of each year. One of the major contributing factors leading to this decision was the safety concerns of harvesters and
sportsmen launching boats to reach the most upper portions of Middle Bay in the colder months.
It is apparent to the committee that even though the MPBL provides a great benefit for recreational boater access to Northern reaches
of Casco Bay, it provides little benefit to commercial shellfish harvesters and sportsmen who generally hunt and fish in the upper
reaches of Middle Bay and the surrounding islands. During the colder months it gets increasingly difficult to traverse the steep
launching surface at MPBL; once ice forms, it becomes a risky venture to launch or retrieve any vessel. This was brought to our
attention last year as there were near tragedies from rigs sliding into the frigid waters, due to icy launching surfaces. As a result it,
was determined that only one launching lane would remain open and a salt barrel installed during the offseason. The BMRC is also
concerned that harvesters and sportsmen put themselves in great danger attempting to navigate from the MPBL to the upper reaches of
Middle Bay in the inclement weather during the winter months.
The environmental benefits do not outweigh risks of the possibility of loss of human life. We feel that a balance can be struck
between opening the launch during a time when the eel grass is less likely to be disturbed and the safety risks are high at the MPBL.
We would encourage your support for the reopening of the Simpsons Point Boat Launch during the offseason, starting this November.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience.
Respectfully,
Mark Latti, Marine Resource Chairman

Cc

Manager Brown
CMDR Hagan

Town of Brunswick, Maine
INCORPORATED 1739

MARINE RESOURCES & HARBOR MANAGEMENT
85 PLEASANT STREET
BRUNSWICK, MAINE 04011

Daniel R. Devereaux

TELEPHONE 207-725-5521 FAX 207-725-6663

Marine Resource Officer

Email – ddevereaux@brunswickpd.org

Harbormaster

TO:

The Brunswick Town Council

CC:

John Eldridge, Acting Town Manager

FROM:

Mark Worthing (Rivers & Coastal Waters Commission Chair)

DATE:

August 4, 2014

SUBJECT:

Simpson's Point Boat Ramp Seasonal Opening Recommendation

On July 23, 2014 the Brunswick Rivers & Coastal Waters Commission voted unanimously to send
the following recommendation to the Town Council;
The Rivers & Coastal Waters Commission recommends to the Brunswick Town Council that they
request that the Maine Department of Environmental Protection allow the reopening of the
Simpson’s Point boat ramp to boats with submerged propellers on a seasonal basis from October 1
through April 30 each year, beginning October 1st 2014.
This decision was based on the following reasons;
1) Eelgrass. MER Assessment Corporation has monitored the eelgrass since 2008 and
concluded in their November 2012 report that the decline in eelgrass as Simpson’s Point
is clearly unrelated to motor vessel traffic. The report was inconclusive as to what other
factors may have caused the decline.
2) Safety of shellfish harvesters. Opening Simpson’s Point in the offseason would allow
harvesters the option of avoiding open waters during the harsh winter seasons while
pursuing their livelihoods. The travel distance to harvest areas from MPBL to Upper
Middle Bay is approximately 4.5 nautical miles as compared to 1 mile from Simpsons
Point.
3) Public opinion. At the RCWC public forum of July 16, 2014, citizens expressed
willingness and need to share the resources of Simpson’s Point and to compromise for
the safety of all.
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Town of Brunswick, Maine
INCORPORATED 1739

OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER
85 UNION STREET
BRUNSWICK, MAINE 04011-2418

TELEPHONE

207-725-6659

FAX

207-725-6663

December 15, 2014
Mr. Leon Bucher
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
41 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333‐0041
Re:

Coastal Wetland Compensation Plan for the Mere Point Boat Launch

Dear Mr. Bucher:
Thank you for meeting with Dan Devereaux, Tom Farrell, and me on November 17th to discuss the
Coastal Wetland Compensation Plan for the Mere Point Boat Launch (“Mitigation Plan”) and the
Town’s interest in reopening, to boats with submerged propellers, the Simpson’s Point Boat
Launch, from October 15th to April 15th. As anticipated, the Brunswick Town Council, at its
December 1st meeting, voted to formally make this request to the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife (“IF&W”).
Section 3.3.1 of the Mitigation Plan describes the eel grass mitigation efforts required to construct
the Mere Point Boat Launch. As part of the plan, submerged propeller launches have been
prohibited at the Simpson’s Point Boat launch. However, we understood this restriction would be
reviewed after a study was conducted to determine how successful the restoration efforts were in
the defined scarring areas extending from the Simpson’s Point ramp. In 2013, a study conducted by
Marine and Environmental Resources (“MER”) was completed. The study concluded that outboard
motors did scar the ocean bottom and did disturb the eelgrass. However, the study was
inconclusive regarding the impact outboard motors have had on the overall decline in eelgrass. As
a matter of fact, the size of the scarring area increased during the study period even though the
ramp was closed to propeller driven boats. A copy of the MER study can be found at the following
link:http://merassessment.com/Level_2_pages/publications_level_2_page_documents.html
Since the Mitigation Plan was enacted there has been considerable local debate on the feasibility
and safety of the Simpson’s Point ramp closure. From 2007 to 2010 the Brunswick Marine
Resource Committee wrote several letters regarding safety issues and the unintended
environmental impacts of the closure. Those letters requested a reconsideration of the mitigation
efforts and the reopening of the Simpson’s Point boat launch to submerged propeller launches.
These letters were sent to the IF&W, the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”),
and the Brunswick Town Council. In response, IF&W submitted a request for a minor revision to
the DEP Permit. Since DEP did not have a completed mitigation report to review at that time, it
decided that the boat launch would remain closed to submerged propeller launches.
The Brunswick Marine Resource Committee, Brunswick Rivers and Coastal Waters Commission and
the Brunswick Town Council have heard concerns from citizens, abutters, and user groups, either
through individual correspondence or at one of the many public hearings concerning Simpson’s
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